
 
Oleyl alcohol 
 
Product Number  O 8880 
Storage Temperature  -0 °C 
 
 
Product Description 
Molecular Formula:  C18H36O 
Molecular Weight:  268.5 
CAS Number:  143-28-2 
Density:  0.850 g/ml (20 °C)1 
Melting Point:  13-19 °C1 
Synonyms:  (Z)-9-octadecen-1-ol,  
cis-9-octadecen-1-ol, ocenol1 
 
This product is prepared by synthetic reduction of 
plant-derived oleic acid. 
 
Oleyl alcohol is a long-chain aliphatic alcohol that 
occurs naturally in fish oils.  It is used in such large-
scale applications as the softening and lubrication of 
textile fabrics, and the production of carbon paper, 
stencil paper, and printing ink.  Oleyl alcohol is also 
utilized as an antifoam agent and cutting lubricant.  It 
also is a precursor for the preparation of its sulfuric 
ester derivatives, which are used in detergents and 
wetting agents.1 
 
Oleyl alcohol has been incorporated into various 
formulations for drug delivery.2,3  Various mixed-lipid 
surfaces, including oleyl alcohol as one component, 
have been prepared to investigate the adsorption of 
porcine pancreatic carboxylester lipase at an argon-
buffer interface.4  A study of the emulsification of oils 
which contain oleyl alcohol, n-hexadecane, and 
surfactant by phase behavior and videomicroscopy 
has been reported.5 
 
Oleyl alcohol has been utilized as a solvent for the 
biodegradation of phenol in a two-phase partitioning 
bioreactor.6  The use of oleyl alcohol to enhance the 
production of 2-phenylethanol from L-phenylalanine by 
yeast has been described.7 
 

Precautions and Disclaimer 
For Laboratory Use Only.  Not for drug, household or 
other uses. 
 
Preparation Instructions 
This product is miscible in chloroform (0.1 ml/ml, v/v), 
yielding a clear, colorless solution.  It is also miscible 
in alcohol and ether.1 
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Sigma brand products are sold through Sigma-Aldrich, Inc.
Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. warrants that its products conform to the information contained in this and other Sigma-Aldrich publications.  Purchaser

must determine the suitability of the product(s) for their particular use.  Additional terms and conditions may apply.  Please see reverse side of
the invoice or packing slip.


